ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSION, IRELAND. 



THE ANNUAL REPORT 

Of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners of Ireland, to the Lord Lieutenant 
dated 13 August 1838. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE MOST NOBLE CONSTANTINE HENRY, 
MARQUIS OF NORMANBY, LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL, 

AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 

XAT the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland, whose hands and cor- 

v » porate seal are hereunto annexed, have to report to your Excellency in 
pursuance of the Act of 3 & 4 Will. IV., c. 37, the proceedings of the Commis- 
sioners for the past year. 

The repairing, rebuilding, and enlarging of Churches, have, as in the pre- 
ceding year, continued to engage the constant attention of the Commissioners, 
who have experienced much difficulty in selecting those objects most deserving 
of consideration, particularly in respect to the two latter, as each applicant 
considered his own case the most urgent, and as the present state of the funds 
did not admit of aid being granted in all eases ; so that it became necessary to 
weigh, very fully, the merits of each case as set forth, not only in the Returns 
of the Bishops and Clergy, furnished at the request of the Board, but also in 
the Reports of the Architects, who have had opportunities of examining the 
condition of the several Churches throughout Ireland. 

With the view of bringing the question of Church Works more immediately 
under the notice of the Diocesans, prior to any instructions being given to the 
architects on the subject, Schedules were prepared and furnished to the Arch- 
bishops and Bishops, showing the state of the Churches in their respective 
dioceses ; the repairs which had been effected, or were then in progress ; the 
nature and expense of such as were proposed, and the Churches which required 
to be rebuilt and enlarged ; apprizing their Lordships, at the same tune, of the 
amount allocated to their several dioceses, and the intended appropriation 
, thereof, in order that the Commissioners might have Idle benefit of their judg- 
ment and local information, as to the proposed expenditure, — whether it might, 
in any and what way, be more advantageously applied. And we have the 
satisfaction to state, that the objects selected by the Board were generally 
approved ; and great advantage has resulted from the joint co-operation, not 
only of the Bishops and Clergy, but in some cases of the parishioners, in super- 
intending and forwarding the works so ordered. 

The Schedules present a very satisfactory view of the state of the several 
Churches, as compared with their condition when first placed under the care of 
the Board ; and when the sum set apart for repairs shall be wholly applied, it 
is expected that the expenditure under this head will thenceforward gradually 
diminish ; hut an outlay, to a considerable amount, must be annually incurred 
on this account, as many of these, edifices are very ancient and badly con- 
structed. 

Sixty-three Churches have been or are being rebuilt, and thirteen enlarged, 
by means of funds provided by the Commissioners, with the aid of local subscrip- 
tions ; and forty, by funds provided by the late Board of First Fruits. Of the 
sum of 49,000 L, set apart for Church Works in the present year, 20,87 1 1. 5 s. 6 d. 
have. been appropriated to rebuildings and enlargements, in addition to a sum 
of 2,387 1- 105. 3 d., received Rom private subscriptions, and 28,128 1. 14 s, 6 d. 
to repairs. 

In respect of Churches requiring to be rebuilt, the main object of the Com- 
missioners is the erection of edifices suitable to the wants of the parishioners, 
without unnecessary ornament; guarding as much as possible against a system 
which has grown up, to no inconsiderable extent, in this country, of appro- 
priating large square or double pews to individuals and families, to the mani- 
fest disadvantage of the parishioners at large ; and, as to the enlargement of 
Churches, similar care has been taken that a better distribution of the sittings 
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shall be made, where same can be effected, by the adoption of single instead of 
double pews. In relation to their proceedings in these respects, the Commis- 
sioners have experienced some opposition ; but it is hoped, when their plans are 
better known, sanctioned as they have been generally by the Diocesans, such 
opposition will altogether cease, and these arrangements prove advantageous, 
not only to the interests of the Protestant parishioners, but to the funds under 
their administration. 

In consequence of the injury which several Churches have sustained by the 
interments of bodies close to the walls, and within the space prohibited by law, 
the Commissioners felt it important to do all in their power to prevent the con- 
tinuance of a practice so detrimental to the buildings and injurious to the 
health of the congregations ; they therefore called the attention of the parochial 
Clergy to the Act of the 11 & 12 Geo. III., c. 32, and directed printed extracts 
of its provisions to be posted in the most conspicuous places in the neighbour- 
hood of the Churches, declaring their intention of enforcing the penalties given 
by it, for any violation of the law in this respect. In some instances the 
Commissioners have been obliged to proceed for the recover}'' of the penalties 
incurred, and have succeeded. 

Applications having been received for the repairs of Cathedrals, which are 
used as Parish Churches, the Commissioners have brought under the notice of 
your Excellency and the Council the names of twelve Cathedrals so circum- 
stanced, which are wholly unprovided with any Economy Estate or Chapter Fund, 
in order that the expense of the repairs thereof might be defrayed by this 
Board, pursuant to the provisions of the 6th & 7th of his late Majesty. And in 
regard to similar applications received in behalf of the Cathedrals of Cashel, 
Leighlin, and Armagh, which are also parochial, hut endowed with Economy 
Estates, the Commissioners have moved your Excellency and the Council to 
adjust and settle the proportions in which they and the Deans and Chapters 
should respectively contribute to the repairs of these buildings, no agreement 
for that purpose having been previously entered into ; and as the recommenda- 
tions on these subjects have been approved of, with the exception of those for 
Leighlin and Armagh, which are still under consideration, measures have been 
taken accordingly for the repairs of those buildings, where necessary. In the 
case, however, of the Cathedral of Waterford, the Commissioners have declined, 
from the information furnished respecting its Economy and Chapter Funds, to 
offer any recommendation on the subject ; acquainting the Dean and Chapter, 
at the same time, that it was competent for them, under the provisions of the 
3 & 4 Will. IV., to prefer a petition to your Excellency and the Council. 

In connexion with Church Repairs and the funds applicable thereto, it 
appears that several parishes are endowed with Economy Estates, the rents of 
which are by the Act of 37 Geo. III., c. 44, intituled “ An Act for the Preservation 
of Estates belonging to Parishes,” declared to be applicable, amongst other tilings, 
“ to the repair of Churches and tlie discharge of Parochial Expenses, usually 
defrayed by Parish Cesses.” Under such circumstances, the Commissioners 
have endeavoured to relieve their funds from providing altogether for the 
support of the Churches within such parishes ; but as no effectual mode is pro- 
vided by the statute for controlling the due application of these funds, much 
difficulty has been hitherto experienced in obtaining aid from those sources. 

Proceedings have been instituted, at the instance of the Commissioners, for 
the due application, in the manner directed by the testators, of two small annual 
bequests, for the repairs of Wicklow and Donamore Churches; the former in the 
Diocese of Dublin, and the latter in that of Ferns. 

Of the amount disbursed under the head of Repairs of Churches, as appears 
by the Account annexed, a considerable portion was required for fencing Church- 
yards, for the purpose of protecting the buildings ; but no expense was incurred 
for an ornamental inclosure, even where the Churches were situated in towns, 
unless the parishioners were willing to contribute liberally, as in the cases of 
Monaghan, Lurgan and Banbridge, where large sums were subscribed on the 
assurance that these Churches should be enclosed with iron railings. 

• The impropriate curate of Rathaspeck, in the Diocese of Ardagh, having 
shown that the impropriator was bound to pay the curate a stipend, but had 
omitted to do so for several years, and denied his liability, the Commissioners 
caused the subject to be brought before the Master of the Rolls, and succeeded 
in enforcing not only the payment of an arrear of seven years, but in obtaining 
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an order for the punctual discharge of the accruing gales. To every application 
of this nature they have expressed their willingness to take the necessary pro- 
ceedings, when it shall he shewn to them that the impropriator is liable. 

The expenditure of the Board for providing things necessary for the cele- 
bration of Divine Service has amounted within the year to 32,359/. 19.?. 4d. 
exclusive of 386 1. 3.?. 7 cl for Bibles and Prayer-books, exceeding the expenditure 
of last year ; which was principally caused by supplying requisites for Churches 
erected solely by private contribution's, and for an additional number of houses 
. licensed for celebration of Divine Service ; also by providing lights in many 
Churches for evening sendee, and fuel for several stoves, furnished for the most 
part by the parishioners. 

In consequence of the number of fires and lights now used in Churches, the 
Commissioners, although desirous of insuring the buildings against any risk 
from fire, were deterred by the annual expenses attendant thereon, and they 
felt it their duty to bring under the consideration of the Chief Secretary 
for Ireland the great advantage that would arise from remitting the duty on 
policies of insurance on such buildings ; but they regret to state that they were 
informed that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury had no 
authority by law to do so. 

The See-houses, Mensal and Demesne Lands of Cashel, Raphoe and Ferns, as 
also the Mensal Lands of Leighlin, still remain undisposed of ; in the manage- 
ment of which lands, and in the preservation of the buildings, an expense of 
573 1 18?. 3d. has been incurred within the year. 

With respect to the proposal for the See-house and Demesne of Ferns sub- 
mitted for your Excellency’s consideration, we deem it unnecessary to do more 
than to refer to the correspondence which has taken place between the 
Government and this Board on the subject ; wherein are set forth the reasons 
which induced the recommendation of that proposal, and which it is hoped will 
prove satisfactory. 

•The charge upon the See-house of Cloyne, payable to the representatives of 
the late Diocesan for improvements, has been within the past year wholly 
liquidated ; and the only charge now remaining on such See-houses as have 
been transferred to the Commissioners, is a small balance of 114?. 14.?. 9d. out- 
standing on account of the See-house of Waterford. 

The first instalment of 298/. 4$. for the timber on the Clonfert Demesne, 
sold to the tenant, has been received within the year ; but in regard to the 
dilapidations incurred in the See-house of that Diocese during the incumbency 
of the late Bishop, we regret to state that the correspondence which has taken 
place with his Lordship’s representative, as to the payment thereof, has not 
produced any satisfactory result ; and the Commissioners have been obliged to 
direct legal proceedings to be instituted for recovery of the amount, which has 
been certified by his Grace the Archbishop of Tuam to be 719/. 10?. 4 d. } 
subject to such charge as the representatives may be entitled to on account of 
improvements. 

In June 1837, your Excellency and the Privy Council were pleased, on the 
recommendation of the Commissioners, to suspend the appointment of a clerk 
to the sinecure Rectory of Ballymackey, in the Diocese of Killaloe, it appearing 
from the information then received to have been episcopally united to the 
Vicarage of Ballymaekey, which formed part of the corps of the Chancellorship 
of Killaloe. The Commissioners, however, have been since furnished with a 
copy of letters^ patent, passed in the reign of King Charles II., whereby it 
appears that this Rectory was granted to and for the use of the vicar ; and, 
under these circumstances, they felt it to be their duty to bring the matter 
again under the consideration of your Excellency and the Council, with a 
recommendation to remove the order for suspension, which has been done 
accordingly. 

The Prebend of Killispicmoylan, in the Cathedral of Clonfert, of the annual 
value of IS/. 9?. 2 id., haying become vacant within the year, the appointment 
of a clerk thereto has been suspended on the recommendation of the Com- 
missioners. 

In respect to those Benefices in which Divine Service had not been cele- 
brated for the three years preceding February 1833, four have become vacant 
since the date of our last Report; viz. Aglishmartin, in the Diocese of Ossory, 
of the value of 115/.; Staholmock, in that of Meath, of the value of 157/.; 
Kilclonfert, in that of Kildare, of the value of 83/. Is. 6 1 d . ; and Ballyfeard, 
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in the Diocese of Cork, of the value of 130 L, under composition. By virtue of 
the powers vested in the Commissioners, the appointments of Clerks to these 
Benefices have been suspended, ancl the discharge of the occasional duties duly 
provided for in the first three ; but in consequence of the spiritual wants of 
Ballyfeard, a curate has been appointed for that parish, to whom an annual 
stipend of 751. has been allotted, and the residue of the yearly profits of this 
Benefice has been directed to be set apart for the rebuilding of the Parish 
Church. 

Under the provisions of the 6tli and 7th of his late Majesty, the Commis- 
sioners have directed some legal inquiries to be instituted respecting the pro- 
perty of the Vicars-Choral of Cashel, which is thereby vested in the Commis- 
sioners ; and, for the purposes in said Act mentioned, they have recommended 
that the properties of the Minor Canonry of Ardfert, and of the Vicars-Choral 
of the Cathedral Churches of Cork, Cloyne, Ross, Lismore and Tuam, should 
also be vested in them ; which recommendations are still under the consider- 
ation of your Excellency and the Council. 

The legal proceedings in the case of the Impropriate Tithes of Caber parish, 
in the Diocese of Lismore, between the Archbishop of Cashel and the Earl of 
Glengall, have not yet been brought to a termination, although a verdict has 
been obtained in the Court of Common Pleas ; and the Commissioners are 
informed that judgment cannot be had until your Excellency and the Council 
shall come to a decision upon a Memorial presented by Lord Glengall on the 
subject. 

Under the head of Perpetuity Purchases, we have to report that within the 
year 105 applications have been received, and purchases completed, to the 
amount of 38,514 l. 18 s. 4 d . ; several cases are still pending in the office, the 
terms in many of which have been declared and reported to your Excellency 
in Council for approval. 

In dealing with the applications from sub-tenants for the purchase of Per- 
petuities in their respective holdings, the Commissioners have experienced 
great difficulty in procuring sufficient information to enable them to make the 
calculations requisite for declaring the terms of purchase, and the proportions 
of rent and rentcharge to he reserved to the ecclesiastical and intervening 
landlords, which will account for the few cases of this kind that have been 
submitted for approval. 

By the half-yearly Returns of Promotions, it appears that 70 Benefices have 
become vacant within the year, of which 31 are liable to tax. The revenues 
accruing to the Board from this source, as well as from the instalments pay- 
able on Glebe-house Loans, have not been as productive as might otherwise 
have been expected, owing to the difficulties still experienced by the Clergy in 
collecting their incomes ; 395 l. 6 s. 9d. only having been received on account 
of the former, and 1,902 1. 19s. 6 d. on account of the latter. 

In consequence of legal proceedings in some cases having been taken, and 
in others threatened, by landlords, for the non-payment of the rent of Glebe 
Lands, on which houses have been erected, the Commissioners have felt it 
their duty, not being able to afford any relief in such cases, to bring under the 
notice of the Diocesans, in whose Dioceses such cases occurred, the provisions 
of the Act of the 1st of Geo. II., c. 15, by which Bishops are enabled to provide 
for the discharge of these arrears, so as to prevent the loss of those properties 
to the Church. 

An Account of the Receipts and Disbursements of the Commissioners, to the 
1st instant, is herewith annexed to this our Report, showing the sources from 
whence the receipts have arisen, and the specific purposes to which they have 
been applied. 

All which is humbly submitted to your Excellency’s consideration. 

JOHN G. ARMAGH. 

R u DUBLIN. 

R. DERRY. 

(seal.) E. LIMERICK. 

HEN. MEREDYTH. 

JOHN C. ERCK. 

W M C. QUIN. 

Board Room, 2, Kildare-street, Dublin, 

13 August 1838. 

Thos, Bushe , Secretary. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSIONERS OF IRELAND. 



5 



AN ACCOUNT of all Receipts and Disbursements by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for 
Ireland , for One Year, ending the 1st of August 1838. 



RECEIPTS: 

Balance, 1st August 1837. — General Fund 

Perpetuity Purchase Fund 



From See estates of Waterford and Lisroore - 
Killalla and Achonry 
Clonfert and Kilmacduagh 
Raphoe - 

Ossory - - - - 

Cork and Ross 



Charge on the See of Derry - - - - * 

Sale of 16, ooo?. new 3 i per cent, stock oflate Board 
of First Fruit3 ------- 

Half year’s interest thereon * 

Perpetuity Purchase Fund sales of perpetuities 
One year’s interest on 110,400/. 3 percent, consols, 
invested from ------- 

Interest on perpetuity mortgages granted 
Printed forms sold relative thereto - 
Cash retained from deposits on perpetuity purchases 
not perfected - 

Suspended benefices, dignities, &c. - 

Taxation of bishoprics 

Taxation of benefices ------ 



Glebe house loan repayments - 
First instalment for timber on Clonfert demesne . . - 
Contributions from economy funds towards repairing 
cathedral churches - - ■ 

Lay impropriators, for repairing chancel of church - 
Penalties for illegal interments under 1 1 & 12 Geo. 3 
Compensation for malicious injuries to churches 
Cash returned unapplied from parochial estimates 
Miscellaneous cash received - - 

Parochial subscriptions for rebuilding churches - 
Ditto - - - - for enlarging ditto 
Parochial subscriptions for church stoves - * 



£. s. 


d. 


i,947 11 


6 


15,626 14 


81 


5,665 10 


8 


4>33 2 9 


3 


2,015 13 


1 


5,806 8 


2 


3.835 10 


1 


3.367 7 


8 


15,960 8 


5 


280 — 


- 


38,514 18 


10 


3,312 - 


- 


1,231 6 


2 


16 18 


- 


53, 19 


- 


1,780 6 


5 


395 6 


9 


: : : 



4,184 6 9 
615 14 5 
603 12 4 



£. 



£. s. d. 



17,574 6 aj 



25,022 18 11 
4,160 — - 



16,240 8 5 



43,129 3 - 

1=794 8 7 



2,175 13 2 
1,902 19 6 
298 4 - 

40 9 9 
121 13 4 



174 2 1 
5 13 10 



118,071 6 8 1 



5,403 13 6 



DISBURSEMENTS: £ ^ 

Rv churches building under engagements of the late Board of 

First Fruits - - - ' ” " 7 03 J 9 4 

Glebe houses building under like engagements - - 350 - 



Churches, rebuilding of - 
Repairs of 

Extraordinary repairs of 



3,876 4 8 

- 54,290 10 - 

- 1,131 9 - 



Yearly estimates of expenses for church purposes, for the 
year ending at Easter 1838 ----- ^ 

Bibles, prayer, and registry books - - - - 3oo 3 7 

Stipends payable to Dublin curates under the 73d ond 

11 6th sec? of the Act - - - - - - V>»3 « 8 

Ditto - - to curates of suspended benefices - 33 l ° ” 



Vestry assessments for the year 1833, and arrears of 1831 
and 1832 * _ - - - - ' j ' 

Salaries of commissioners, secretary, treasurer, clerks, &c. 
Incidents, consisting of rent, taxes, office furniture, coals, 
candles, house repairs, extra clerks, postage, &c. - 

Bishop of Cork, payment made to, under the 33d sec. of 
6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 99 



£. s. d. 
1,052 19 4 
59,298 3 8 



35,100 17 7 

449 10 11 
6,342 9 8 

1,467 15 5 

1,500 - - 
( continued ) 
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Disbursements— continued. 


£. s. d. 


By See-houses, for charge on Cloyne .... 

Caretakers’ wages, taxes, and other expenses on 
those undemised - 

Salaries to vicars-choral of Cashel, &e. - 

,i;t)itto to diocesan schoolmaster of Elphin - 
Solicitors, for personal services for two years 

Disbursements and expenses incurred 


2,000 - - 
794 13 6 


Board of Public Works, interest paid on account of loan 
Advertisements for proposals for church works, &c. 

Stationery 

Registrars, for applotment books, and registering sus- 
pensions - .... 

Registering certificates in diocesan registries - 


5 13 1 
41 - - 



Balances, 1st August 1838, General Fund - - - 51415 5 

Ditto ------ Perpetuity Purchase Fund - 3,300 13 6 



£• s. d. 
214 14 3 

573 18 3 
22 (i 15 2 
3 9 3 



‘ 2 > 79 + 13 6 
4,000 ~ - 
340 18 - 

842 19 8 



46 13 1 



3,815 8 11 



£. 



118,071 G 



8* 
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